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Proteftants, to the Charity of his Subjects ; 
© it will* be reaſonable 'that fome 'account 
= ſhould be giver of the Perſecution and Severities 
& ufed towards thoſe n y People, which have 
- driven them from their Eſtates and Conntry, and 
© caufed them in ſo great numbers to ſeek for refuge 
Es amonegft Strangers. OE 4. 
- The aforefard preffures are of two ſorts; one 
= . from che fmitiry of the, Laws, the other from the 
” wvielenceof Men. © . | NN DEITES 
= . As to the firſt, Whereas the Proteſtants of 
” France, as a reward for their eminent Services 
- to the Government and Crown: were ſuppor- 
” ted by the memorable Edith of Nantes bearing, date 
' April 1598.” ratified thro the ſacceflion of ſereral 
- Kings, and in particular by him who now reigns? 
3 yer of fate without any. pretence of forfeiture, or 
= - mt demertt on their part, they have beer fabjefted 
© to many ſeverities directly contrary to the conceſ- 
 ſiorgof the ſaid Edit; ang | 
which is due to all Men, even from Heathen Stran- 
| gers, and profeſſed Enemies. GR tas 
E © Aninftance whereof willbe rf, the Edi&iof Feb. 
©. 28. 1680. whereby, in imitation of the Egyptians 
; dealing with the Ifſrachrtes, it is ordered; that fro- 
. reſtart Women fhall not be ahvered in Chitd»birth, © but 
| by Midwives and Surgeons wha are Papiſts; and they 
”. are comminded* to Paprize rhe Children new torn, 
- who are thenceforth eſteemed 'to' be: members of 
the Church of Rom”, and if when they come to 
| age they ſhall profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, will 
 þe liable tobe puniſht as Apoſtates, and their Pa- 
- rents obnoxious for perverting ther. © : 
F ». *2y, The Edift of Jwre 17. 1681. whereby it 1s 
E : ofrdered-that the Children of Proteſtants ſhall be admit- 
ted to abjare the Religion of their Parents, as foon as 
E they ſhall attain the age of ſeven Years: And it is then 
” - put into the choice of the Children whether they 
-  wul continue with them, and be there maintain'd 
with large allowances ſuch-as the Papift Magiſtrate 
”. ſhall appoint; or have the like proviſion made at 
. the charge of the Parents elſewhere. By which of- 
fer of licence the, Children are not only encourag'd 
to diſobedience and gehanchery ;; but rendred the 
Maſters, 'nay Perſecut ors of their Parents.” 
St g'y- Fhe EdiQq.of Novem. 19. 1680. which or- 
dains that when any Proteſtant ſhall happen to be” ſich, 
EU" be ſhall ſuffer bimſelf to be viſived by the Papiſt Of. 
cers and Prieſts; who at their coming remove 
” 'from him his Friends, Relations and Attendants, 
= and among themſelves interrogate him” according 
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ants in France. | 


7A the calamitous , condition of the French- 


eed that humanity: 
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to their pleaſure z and his anſwers are nſvally in . | 
terpreted to be @ reconciliation of himſelf to.Po+ : 
pery, and an abjuring of the Proteſtant Religion : 
So that if he die, the Family are eſteenyd the Chil- 
dren of a Papiſt Father, and ſo to be bred in that 
Religion : If he ſurvives and continnes in the Pros 
teſtant Religion, he is to be treated 3s a relapſed. 
Heretic, | Ws Hs od er : 
4ly. The Edidts of July 9.8 31: 1681. whichre«' 
ſtrain the Proteſtants from having Schoolmaſters ta 
teach their Children who are of their Religion, move © 
than bearly to Write and Read : and only one is als, © 
towed in a mhole City: and beſides this they only > 
may reach who are Jicenc'd: by Papiſd Officers: wheres , 
by alſo their Un:verſities are ſuppreſt * whichwas the 
very courſe formerly taken/by Ju/:az the' Apoftate © _. 
for the extirpating of 'Cheiffianity 5 And was the | 
method 'of the Ammonites, to- put. out the right *- © 


eyes of the Iſraclites, as a reproach upon them. _ 

5ly. TheEdiats of Novem. 6. 1679, Fu 1:Abg; 
17. 1689, and June 28. t681, which order the rww-, — 
mr of Proteſtants out of ejvil and military employ=  _ 
ments, and the diſabling frades-men from keeping (hops. _ 
or exerciſrig their Profeſſions, Which is: in ſect to | 
command them and theit families to ſteal or be - © Z. 


&y;: TheEdit of Nov. 19. 1680. which Grams - 
to all Proteſtants who change their Religion, a reſÞpit _ 
for three years of paying their deprs, laying a-probii- ' 
birion+ upon their creditors to bring any attion + 
gainſt them - Which as it is a -violent 1 oft 
to if men to change their Religion, ſoirabſbluts 
ly ruins: the credit of others, who are-no- longer 
truſted, the Creditor being inſeeure of "being . 


© 7ly. The Edidt of June 1690.- whichorders that 
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mo fi of France of what quality, condition, age or 
fex ſozver, now making profeſſion of the Roman Rex 


» 
ligion ;- may ever pr to go over to the Reformed, 
for what Canſe, reaſon, pretence, or conſideration 
foever : And whoſoever ſball att to the contrary ſhall 
be candemned to niake Amendehonoutable, to "per- , | 
perual baniſhment, and confiſcation of goods.” Like © | 
iviſe all Miniſters of the Refornd. Religion are' farbid  - 
to receive any Profelyte coming” to then from Popery, _ 
or ſuffer in their Churches or Aſſemblies me ſuch, under 
penalty that the Minifter ſhall be depriv*d . from ever | 
exercifing his furition, and of the ſupreſſion of the_ - 
Place or Church for ever after, Upon which pre» > 
tence, and others as unreaſonable. (for how is it 1 
poſſible for any Congregation to. provide that no. 5 
perſon formerly of another perſwation, - ſhould =; 
come among them-:) an toc Jefiedes number 'of* © 
A. Cherchss: 
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vi Ir s; tails, and drag them-to' Maſs: where” Ai. 
ov "thrown holy 'water into - their faces they ſay EE o 
2x681--- are-Catholics; and if thy difownit, ſhall Ls ae 


the piety. of - : ing. _ceeded againſt" 'as Relapſe. 
0 teſtants ; are faint. x3/y, When Perſons- weary of this uſa ©, at- _ 
t teinpt to! fly .into> forreign parts,. being diſcover d 
they areclapt intopriſons and dungeons, there to | 
| be ſtary'd to death; or periſh by noifome Diſ- 
eaſes: And thoſe miſerable Perſons who un-, 
- able to | bear - theſe {Extremities- renounce their | 
Religion , -are at the ſame-time forc'd to give. 
TY - it - under' their hands - that they have abjur'd - 
ion'is- made of * A - Without conſtraint, and of their own free ' choice, 
the puniſh ment. of a Con-.* And all this uſage is ſtill pretended to be, gen- 
-R ; It may not be tle and imocent means made uſe of, to bring Hererre Cs. 
e ſome. ai zo the boſome of the Church,” becoming*the bounty and 
PS © cpa oE Tho his puniſhment. i is goodneſs of. the King, and. conformable to the Ar of -_ 
| blic = "Dig in his: Shirt, with, a the Divine Paſtor, who' alwayes retains bowels of mercy 
1 2 Rope about -; for theſe ſtrayed Sheep; . and wills they gs be brought 
is . back, ard not hunted away, becauſe he deſires their 
* Salvation and regrets their loſs: Which condutt is ve- 
"ry far from the-rigor wherewith-the Catholiks are trea- 
_--red 3n the 'Neighbouring © Kingdoms which are infetted 
with Hereſy ; b; which it appears, what difference there. - 
- is between Reaſon and. Paſſion, between the meekneſs of . 
Truth, and rage of. orgs. gy between the Zeal of the* - 
Houſe of God, and: the fury. of Babylon. They: 
are the words of the Biſhop. of Claudvopolss,, to the 
King, inthe head of the Deputies of the Clergy of - - 
France, :and are intended as 2 reproach tothe Peo- 
'- Þls of England. and the Government thereof. | 
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And my not now the deſolate Church of Hy ics. ; 
take reg goes Lamentation and fay ? 1s it nothing to 
ye that paſs by, behold and ſee, if there be any * 
SS like unto my Sorrow which is done unto me, where- 
with Bom; Lord bath afflifted me, in the day of - bis fierce 
Lam. 1c 32, 
"But Bleſſed are the Mercif ul. Fs they ſhalt obtain 
: Mercy. Matth. 5.7. * 
Let Rrotherly love continue. Be not Forgetful fo en- 
rertain Strangers: for thereby ſome have entertaiwd 
Angels-unawares. Remember them that are in bonds, as 
M;parties,” where are. bound with them, and them which ſuffer adverſity, 4s Fes 
are Pr _ ants mY well as" Papiſts; #ng your ſelves.in the body. Heb. 13. 1; 2,3. 
ely expc ſec :to their mortal and - When the Sor of Man ſhall come in *bis Glory and all © 
bdurceſs of ſuch (righs the Holy Angels with him, then ſhall he ſit 9, the 
Throne of hu, Glory. And </chl him ſhall. be ga- 
- thed all N, ations, -and he ſhall ſc pre them one from 
xn ot ePre ; ; und, gpo=b w-7 aA 4a. '$h epherd divideth the Sheep. from the 
none t _ p c hs at T2 quar- Goats ; and be [7 ſet the Sheep on his Right Hand, but 
IF og lo ERAS LYo. hat exec the FA on the Left. Then ſhall. the King ſay. unto 
they have. practiſed a- "them on his'Right Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father 
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|; Where, what inherit the; Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda- 

nta 69 = Fo _—_ tion of the World. For I mas an hungred and ye gave 

Je ur ne - fee Beat with cudgels . me. Meat, I was thirſty. and. 'ye gave me Drink.” I mas 

en; clap {wort and: iiſtols to their breaſts; 4 Stranger and ye took, me in : Naked*and ye Clothed 
'and pov ws en: and when. they es * me, I was ſick and ye viſited me, I"was in Priſon and 
d their hon'es.. tie Polleſſors totheir *hork ye Came unto me, &C. Math. 25. 31, &c, pot 
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